
Dear Finance, Revenue, and Bonding Committee,

I write today to OPPOSE in the strongest way H.B. 5653, “An act establishing an excise tax on
ammunition to provide funding for community gun violence and intervention program grants.”
This tax is unjust, is beyond excessive, and will lead to significantly higher costs for those who
want to exercise their Constitutional rights, maintain proficiency, and enjoy participating in
shooting sports and competitions.

This tax will make the sport prohibitively expensive. It will significantly reduce the average
citizen’s ability to enjoy the sport, learn safe gun handling and usage, and maintain proficiency.
The least expensive, and most common ammunition you can buy is .22 caliber at around $0.06
currently (it is around $0.35 for a 9mm round, and about $0.60 each for 12 gauge skeet shells -
other common ones).  In addition to the significant inflation currently afflicting our country
(7-11% by many estimates), ammunition prices soared during the pandemic and have yet to
come down to pre-pandemic levels - they are still at least 50-100% higher for most types of
ammunition in common use - what used to cost $5.50 per box is now $12.  Some ammunition is
still quite hard to find.  This was driven by a huge increase in gun ownership, in part because of
the pandemic as well as gun control advocates pressing further on restricting firearms
ownership and use.  A tax such as in H.B. 5653, which adds 15-33% tax!!!! on ammunition will
only drive these costs even higher, and make the sport unaffordable for many people, including
seniors who are a significant fraction of the shooting sports population.  As an example, at a
club I belong to, 10-15 skeet and trap shooters convene almost daily over coffee, donuts, and to
shoot a few rounds of clays.  It would cost each of these seniors an additional $1.25 per box
and $5 per day to continue this tradition.  I probably shoot about 5000-6000 rounds of
ammunition per year, and at $0.05 each, that is a $250-$300 tax on me personally.

Part of the cost burden will appear in the costs of training classes.  Gun control advocates want
people to have more training before owning firearms, but this tax will drive up the cost of classes
and training supplies, very likely reducing the amount of training that is actually conducted.

Further, ammunition (and firearms) is already subject to an 11% federal excise tax under the
Pittman-Robertson Act (aka the Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act).  Combined with the
proposed tax and state sales tax, this will be a TRIPLE TAX, and bring the total tax burden on
ammunition to 30-50%, which is both excessive and burdensome on one group of individuals.

With the obvious increase in costs, people will participate in the sport less.  Fewer parents will
take their sons and daughters to the range or woods to teach them shooting safety, responsible
gun ownership, and conservation of nature through hunting.  Getting outdoors and spending
family time together is something we should be trying to preserve.  This time away from video
screens and bonding over a love and respect for nature will be lost.  Gun control advocates
lobby for increased training requirements, but added costs due to this tax will also appear in
training class fees.  Fewer people will train properly because of this tax.  Further, the shooting
community that thrives at clubs in CT and particularly SE CT will diminish. Older shooters make
up a large fraction of the community - with fixed incomes, they will no longer be able to afford to

https://www.mdwfp.com/conservation/who-pays-for-it/pittman-robertson-act.aspx


participate.  These experienced people are our war veterans and some of the most
knowledgeable gun owners.  They are the front line serving to educate new gun owners, provide
hunter/conservation and gun safety education, and promote responsible firearm ownership in
our state.  They should be supported, not TAXED out of existence.

Finally, I strongly oppose using my tax money to fund groups that directly attack my
Constitutional rights.  CT already has one of the lowest gun violence rates in our nation.  The
“gun violence” problem is heavily weighted on suicide (nearly 60%), and this tax (along with a
number of other gun control proposals working their way through the legislature) does nothing to
address that issue.  The tax, instead, penalizes and targets legal and responsible gun owners
who normally obtain ammunition at retail stores (many of whom are legitimate bricks and mortar
businesses in their communities - another resource we should be SUPPORTING).  It does
nothing to penalize the criminals who commit the remaining gun violence because of gang and
drug related activity in our cities.  It is extremely frustrating to think that my hard earned money
from my taxes will go directly to groups fighting to remove my rights when I also have to reach
into my wallet to support groups who attempt to protect those rights for me and my children who
also enjoy the sport.  This is a completely unjust tax on all the wrong categories of people.

For the reasons stated above - the already high costs, the triple taxation, the loss of family time
away from video screens, penalizing legal participants over criminals, diminishing the senior
community who are the main participants and educators in the sport, I COMPEL YOU to
OPPOSE this bill.

Sincerely,

Dr. Kevin P. Girard
3 White Oak Lane
Quaker Hill, CT 06375


